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MAURICE  APPLEBAUM 

A  Forerunner  of  Jewish  Art 


Herewith  a  well-known  author  intro- 
duces a  great  but  little-known  artist  whose 
Jewish  work  is  of  deep  Jewish  significance. 

— The  Editor. 

THE  concept  of  Jewish  art  is  so 
necessary  to  our  national  soul  to- 
day that  a  great  many  of  us  be- 
lieve this  art  to  exist  in  reality.     As  a 
matter  of  fact,  however,  it  is  still  non- 
existent; it  is  only  a  desire,  a  hope,  a 
possibility.     To  declare  that  an  artist 
who   happens  to  be   a  Jewish  artist, 
that  a  preference 
for   Jewish  sub- 
jects constitutes 
Jewish    art   is  a 
mistake  based  on 
ignorance  of  his- 
torical develop- 
ment,    a  wide- 
spread error  due 
to  the  inadequate 
artistic  education 
of     the  Jewish 
public.     But  we  do  have  a  few  artists 
whose  work,  aside  from  the  subjects  it 
treats,   bespeaks  a  personal  experience 
and  participation  in  our  fateful  history, 
a  complete  absorption  in  the  Jewish 
mentality.     And  these  may  be  regard- 
ed as  the  forerunners  of  a  Jewish  art. 
One  of  these  few — one  worthy  of  being 
named  in  the  same    breath    as  Marc 
Chagall  and  Ludwig  Meidner — is  the 
painter,  Maurice  Applebaum. 

It  was  in  1891,  in  the  little  town 


By  DR.  OTTO  SCHNEID 

of  Msczonow,  near  Warsaw,  that  he  ship  to  the  East  European  Jewish  world, 

entered  upon  his  life  of  privation  and  the  perfect  expression  they  give  to  his 

struggle,    a   life  dedicated  passionately  individual  psychological  understanding 

and  exclusively  to  his  lofty  vocation,  of  that  world  are  immediately  convinc- 

At  an  early  age  his  native  spirituality  ing,    whether    one    views  his 


— a  characteristic  of  the  East  European 


Maurice 
Applebaum. 


The  Scribe. 


Lighting  the  Sabbath  Candles. 


ecstatic 

group,  Simchas  Torah  or  his  gloomy 
Chazoth,  the  brooding,  furrowed  face 
of  his  old  Porfer  or  his  life-like  Yeshiva, 
his  mystically  fervent  Kol  Nidrei  or  his 
grotesquely  humorous  Marschaltk.  These 
overpoweringly  genuine  portrayals  of 
groups  or  individual  types  are  not  view- 
ed by  one  who  stands  outside;  they  are 
the  result  of  the  artist's  identification  of 
himself  with  his  subject,  an  identifica- 
tion so  complete  that  it  was  quite  un- 
necessary for  him  to  study  the  subject 
in  order  to  reveal  its  essence. 

Maurice  Applebaum  is  one  of  those 
painters  upon  whom  academic  training 
could  exercise  no  adverse  influence;  he 
retained  only  its  sole  positive  aspect — 
a  sure  mastery  of  artistic  technique.  In 
all  his  works,  even  the  least  important, 
he  is  wholly  himself  and  acknowledges 
responsibility  only  to  his  own  artistic 
conscience.  This  it  was  which  im- 
pelled him  to  seek  ever-new  forms  of 
artistic  expression — this  it  was  which 
Jewish  youth — combined  with  his  in-  caused  him  to  find  only  a  relative  de- 
clination to  give  pictorial  expression  to  gree  of  gratification  in  all  he  created 
all  he  saw  and  felt,  to  record  in  draw-  and  to  see  every  achievement  only  as  a 
ings  and  paintings  all  that  he  experi-  Spur  to  further  development.  His 
enced;  despite  the  wretchedness  of  his  eariv  WOrks  still  showed  the  impress 
external  circumstances  he  became  his 
own  discoverer  and  teacher.  It  was  his 
good  fortune  to  be  taken  to  England 
in  time,  and  there,  at  Liverpool  and 
London,  he  had  the  opportunity  to 
develop  his  technique  and  to  study,  as 
well  as  to  exhibit  his  works.  He  drew 
to  himself  the  sympathetic  attention  of 
many,  among  them  Max  Nordau,  and 
the  cordial  reception  he  received  pro- 
vided bis  lonely  soul  with  that  fruitful 
stimulus  which  it  needed.  After  a  trip 
through  France,  whose  scenery  and  art 
probably  made  a  vivid  impression  upon 
him,  Applebaum  returned  to  Poland  in 
1920.  There  he  worked  for  years,  in 
deep  seclusion,  seeking  to  perfect  his 
art,  until — quite  recently,  about  a  year 
ago — he  was  able  to  display  a  most 
remarkable  collection  of  paintings. 

His  themes  are  of  the  most  various 
sorts — pensive  compositions  and  por- 
traits, landscapes  and  still-lifes  of  purely 
visual  conception;  but  the  most  import- 
ant rank  is  claimed  by  his  Jewish  pic- 
tures.    Their  highly  personal  relation- 


(Continued  on  page  454) 


Burden  Carrier. 
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By  ABRAHAM  M.  KLEIN 


Mr.  Klein  is  a  young,    promising   poet,    living  in 
Montreal,  who  has  done  some  notable  work  for 
the  Menorah  Journal.     Like    the    Dancers  of 
Merom  by  Rubin,  the  celebrated  Palestinian 
artist,    which    illustrates    this    page,  the 
young   poet    conveys  in  his  poem  the 
spirit  and  the  mood  of  chassidic 
ecstacy.     It  is  published  on  the 
occasion  of  Simchas  Torah 
which  occurs  next  Tues- 
day.— The  Editor. 

Twist  each  side-curl,  form  the 
symbol 

Of  a  quaver;  comb  the  beard; 
Let  the  prayer  make  all  toes  nimble . . 
The  Lord  loved  and  the  Lord  feared 
In    your    attitude,    the  pendules 
dangled 

Ecstatically,    defiantly    the  fingers 

snapped, — 
In  such  wise  is  cursed  Satan  to  be 

wrangled, 
In  such  the  Chassid  to  be  rapt .... 


Let  the  Rebbe   take   the  mantled 
Scroll; 

You,  Chassidim,  lift  your  caftans, 
dance; 

Circle  the  Torah  and  rejoice  the 
soul, 

Look  God-wards  and  He  will  not 
look  askance  .  .  . 


Let  this  be  humility; 
Back  bent  in  the  pious  reel, 
Head  inclined  imploringly, 
And  palms  upward  in  appeal .... 

And  let  this  be  pride: 

Beard  pointed  upward,  eyes  aflame 

like  Yahrzeit  lamps, 
And  right  hand  stretched  as  if  it  held 

God's  left  hand  in  it, 
Marching  as  into   Paradise,  while 

each  foot  stamps, 
Crushing    Eternity    into    a  dusty 

minute  .  .  . 

Thus  let  the  soul  be  cast  from  pride, 

gesticulating 
Into  humility,  and  from  humility 
Into  the  pride  divine,  so  alternating 

until  pride  and  humility  be  one, 
Until  above  the  Jews,  above  the 

Scroll,  above  the  Cherubim, 
There  broods  the  Immanence  of 

Him  
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first-rank  thinkers  in  all  lands  as  the  loft- 
Test  intellect  in  the  world  to-day.  Dr. 
Stephen  Wise,  than  whom  there  is  no  morei 
commanding  figure  in  the  pulpit  of  ourj 
time,  Arthur  Schnitzler  (I  am  taking  ther 
just  as  they  come) ,  a  master  artist  of  thd 
sophisticated  word,  Sigmund  Freud,  found! 
er  of  a  new  psychology,  psycho-analysis, 
that  has  revolutionized  our  idea  of  human 
nature;  Jacob  Wasserman,  whose  novels 
have  been  acclaimed  in  all  civilized  lands; 
Jacob  Epstein,  London's  most  discussed 
sculptor;  men  of  action  like  Leon  Trotsky, 
Lord  Reading,  Lord  Melchett,  men  of 
letters  like  Andre  Maurois,  Edmond  Fleg, 
Emil  Ludwig,  John  Dos  Passos,  Maurice 
Hindus,  who  has  written  what  is  hailed 
as  the  wisest  and  most  reliable  account  of 
Soviet  Russia  that  has  yet  appeared,  and 
a  score  of  others  whom  my  limited  know- 
ledge of  Jewish  achievement  does  not  qualify 
me  to  speak." 


Editor,  The  Jewish  Standard. 

SIR:  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  am  very 
busy,  I  must  take  a  little  time  to  con- 
gratulate you  upon  your  New  Year  issue. 
In  my  humble  opinion  it  is  the  finest  that 
I  have  ever  seen.  General  make-up,  typo- 
graphy and  the  selection  of  material  is 
superb.  I  am  not  so  good  at  superlatives, 
or  I  should  use  more  of  them.  The  only 
criticism  I  have  to  offer  is  that  "die  kallah 
is  zu  shain."  There  is  really  too  much 
excellent  material  for  one  issue.  More 
power  to  you ! 

Yours,  etc., 
Samuel  M.  Schmidt. 

Editor,  Every  Friday. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Editor,  The  Jewish  Standard. 

Sir:    Your    holiday    number    of  THE 

Jewish  Standard,  with  its  wealth  of 

reading  matter  and  profusion  of  illustra- 
tions, makes  an  excellent  impression.  You 
deserve  the  gratitude  of  Canadian  Jewry 
for  giving  them  something  which  keeps 
them  in  vital  touch  with  the  currents  of 
Jewish  life  the  world  over  and  especially 
in  Palestine.  With  congratulations  and 
best  wishes. 

Yours,  etc., 

Israel  Goldberg. 

Director,  Jewish  Educational  Assn. 
New  York. 


Editor,  The  Jewish  Standard. 

SIR:  Your  magazine  is  really  a  triumph. 
My    sincerest    congratulations.  Best 
wishes  for  the  New  Year. 

Yours,  etc., 
IRMA  L.  LlNDHEIM. 

New  York. 


Editor,   THE  JEWISH  STANDARD. 

SIR:  Allow  me  to  take  this  belated  op- 
portunity of  conveying  to  you  my 
sincerest  congratulations  for  your  wonder- 
ful recent  publication,  the  New  Year  num- 
ber of  The  Jewish  Standard. 

I  might  say  that  when  I  first  glanced 
at  the  issue  I  was  tremendously  impressed 
with  the  splendid  array  of  articles  and  the 
remarkably  artistic  get-up  of  the  entire 
book.  It  was  my  intention  to  write  to 
you  immediately,  expressing  my  appreci- 
ation of  your  notable  achievement,  but 
having  been  tremendously  busy  with  the 


preparation  of  our  forthcoming  Annual 
Campaign,  the  matter  slipped  my  attention. 

Wishing  you  and  the  JEWISH  STANDARD 
sincerest  good  wishes  for  continued  suc- 
cesses, I  am 

Yours,  etc., 

J.  Irving  Oelbaum, 

Executive  Director,  Toronto  Jewish 
Toronto.  Federation. 


Editor,  THE  JEWISH  STANDARD. 

SIR:  Let  me  congratulate  you  on  your 
extraordinary  Rosh  Hashanah  Number. 
In  my  travels  in  Ohio  I  heard  remarkable 
comment  about  your  achievements,  notably 
in  Cleveland  and  Cincinnati. 
With  best  wishes, 

Baruch  Zukerman. 

New  York. 


Editor,  THE  JEWISH  STANDARD. 

Sir:  I  want  to  express  my  genuine 
admiration  for  the  wonderful  New  Year 
number  you  produced.  The  holiday 
number  of  THE  STANDARD  surpasses  any 
like  number  issued  by  other  Jewish  pub- 
lications. When  I  received  the  issue,  I 
thought  of  the  great  Herzl  Book  you 
edited  and  published,  the  same  skill,  the 
same  craftsmanship.  You  deserve  special 
credit  for  the  manner  in  which  you  ar- 
ranged the  material  as  well  as  for  the 
physical  beauty  of  the  issue.  Good  luck 
to  you.  You  are  going  from  strength  to 
strength.     Keep  it  up. 

Yours,  etc., 

Dr.  S.  Miller. 

Yonkers,  New  York. 


A  WORLD  JEWISH  CONGRESS. 
Editor,   THE  JEWISH  STANDARD. 

SIR:  The  reports  dp  the  Jewish  scene 
for  the  year  5  690  have  inspired  a  note 
of  pessimism  in  Jewish  ranks.  One  hears 
of  murders,  persecutions,  economic  boy- 
cotts, anti-Semites  gaining  strength  and 
many  more  signs  of  a  tendency  towards 
reaction.  The  Jew  who  is  conscious  of 
his  duty  towards  his  more  unfortunate 
brethren  in  other  parts  of  the  globe  ponders 
the  situation  and  gropes  for  light.  What 
is  the  solution  of  this  universal  misfortune 
which  has  perpetually  hung  over  the  Jew- 
ish people  for  decades?  Zionism  is  only  a 
partial  solution  of  this  labyrinth  of  woes 
and  misfortunes.  It  can  solve  our  cul- 
tural problem.  What  of  our  physical  one? 
It  may  solve  the  question  of  our  will  for 
survival  or  extinction,  but  what  of  ex- 
termination? It  will  not  help  economic 
boycotts  in  Poland,  pogroms  in  Rumania 
and  a  citizenry  of  Nepmen  in  Russia. 

The  most  shocking  part  of  the  whole 
situation  is  that  World  Jewry  is  not  united 
to  deal  with  the  situation.  Once  and  anon, 
some  young  inspired  "Billy"  Shabbos  will 
lift  his  head  above  the  apathy  of  this 
comfortable  tinsel  ghetto  and  will  decry 
the  persecution  of  his  brethren.  For  the 
most  part  American  Jewry  is  cynical  of  a 
solution.  American  Jewry  has  never  had 
the  backbone  to  stand  out  united  and  face 
the  issue.  It  has  been  infected  with  a  bad 
case  of  spinal  Menkenitis. 

The  first  step  in  grappling  with  this 
problem  is  not  in  the  formation  of  Can- 
adian Jewish  Congresses  or  Committees, 
but  in  the  calling  of  a  World  Congress. 
The  only  agencies  which  at  present  attempt 
to  represent  sectors  of  Jewry  are  the  Board 
of  Jewish  Deputies,  London,  the  American 
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Jewish  Congress  and  the  American  Jewish 
Committee.  The  Board  is  not  represent- 
ative of  any  great  portion  of  World  Jewry 
to  speak  in  its  name.  The  Congress  has 
little  financial  backing  and  the  Committee 
is  saturated  with  the  cautionous  ruin  of 
moneyed  diplomacy. 

The  value  of  the  World  Congress  would 
be  threefold.  Firstly,  it  would  be  an 
authoritative  body  to  speak  in  the  name 
of  World  Jewry.  Secondly,  it  could  set 
about  to  work  out  a  solution  for  the  above 
mentioned  dilemma  in  which  World  Jewry 
and  especially  European  Jewry  finds  itself, 
and  thirdly,  it  could  check  such  wild 
schemes  as  Bira-Bidjan,  undertaken  by  pri- 
vate individuals  who  had  the  audacity  to 
ask  World  Jewry  to  contribute  to  a  plan 
which  was  economically  unsound  and  has 
proven  a  disastrous  fiasco.  In  this  inflated 
market  of  plutocratic  demagogues,  the  bull 
should  be  taken  by  the  horns. 

As  long  as  we  will  indulge  in  half-baked 
and  half-backed  schemes  of  colonization  in 
the  swamps  of  Siberia  the  position  of  the 
Jews  of  Europe  will  not  be  bettered.  A 
World  Jewish  Congress  could  examine 
such  plans  as  immigration  into  Peru  and 
other  South  American  countries.  It  could 
raise  its  voice  against  those  who  would 
shut  the  Jews  out  of  all  countries  of  the 
world.  The  Congress  could  be  a  medium 
by  which  we  could  treat  with  Soviet 
Russia  so  as  to  ameliorate  the  position  of 
the  Jews  there,  i  Let  us  not  go  through 
another  year  witp  the  sword  of  Damocles 
dangling  over  our  cervical  vertebraes. 

\    Yours,  etc., 

Marvin  Gelber. 

Toronto. 

1— 
THE  WAILING  WALL. 
Editor,  The  Jewish  Standard. 

SIR:  To  the  reports  that  reach  us  about 
Palestine  and  the  Commission  which 
was  sent  from  England  to  determine  the 
rights  of  the  Jewish  people  to  worship 
at  the  Wailing  Wall,  I  should  like  to  add 
a  few  words.  It  was  my  privelege  in  the 
early  days  of  1913  to  take  to  Jerusalem 
our  two  Hadassah  nurses  and  create  there 
the  work  of  district  nursing.  Mr.  Nathan 
Straus,  who  had  previously  visited  Pales- 
tine, was  very  much  concerned  about  the 
unsanitary  conditions  and  neglect  of  the 
steps  leading  to  the  Wailing  Wall.  He 
asked  me  to  do  al'  I  could  to  rectify  this. 
I  made  arrangements  with  Tassan  Al 
Husaini,  the  mayor  of  Jerusalem,  to  have 
the  place  swept  five  times  a  day.  For  this 
he  received  a  monthly  payment,  the  cancelled 
cheques  for  which  must  still  be  at  the 
Anglo-Palestine  Bank,  where  they  may  be 
seen. 

Eva  Leon. 

New,  York.  N  Y. 
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Editor's  Note:  We  have  received  a  number  of 
letters  criticizing  THE  JEWISH  STANDARD  and  its 
New  Year  issue.  It  may  seem  strange,  but  all  these 
epistles  are  anonymous,  bearing  euphemistic  names 
like  "A  Disappointed  Reader,"  "A  Constant  Reader" 
and  other  varieties  of  readers.  We  would  gladly 
publish  these  letters  if  tpe  writers,  who  desire  to  hide 
behind  their  anonymity  would  give  their  names  and 
addresses  to  the  office  bf  THE  JEWISH  STANDARD, 
which  we  would  regard  as  confidential.  For  the  in- 
formation of  these  coarageous  souls  who  fear'  to 
disclose  their  identity  when  making  criticisms,  we 
wish  to  say  that  no  'newspaper  or  magazine  will 
publish  an  anonymous  letter  unless  the  identity  of 
the  person  who  wishes  to  withhold  his  name  from 
publication   is   given    to   the  Editor. 


the  greatest  artistic  achievement  of 
le  past  century  with  its  impressionistic 
)lution  of  outline,  its  peculiar 
lergence  of  figures.  But  his  inner 
need  for  a  lucid  presentation  of  form, 
which  is  characteristic  of  his  art,  soon 
made  his  work  more  firmly  coherent 
and  more  vigorously  alive  in  outline, 
bringing  him  to  a  realistic  observation 
of  detail  and  its  terse  comprehension  in 
a  unified  whole.  This  empirical  ex- 
ternal form  logically  led  to  an  inner 
law  of  form,  which — hidden  to  the 
uninitiated  — •  imbues  the  incidental 
superficial  aspects  of  all  the  depths  and 
curves  of  the  physical  world  with  their 
true  meaning.  In  his  conception  of  this 
latent  law  of  form  Applebaum  agrees 
with  the  cubists,  seeing  the  domination 
of  a  geometrical  principle  in  everything, 
a  mysterious  inorganic  element  in  all  life. 

But  he  does  not  halt  at  inexpressive 
constructions  of  crystalline  bodies;  in 
his  pictures  this  formal  law  lies  under 
the  surface,  invisible  though  basic,  per- 
ceptible through  the  surface  that  con- 
veys the  expression  of  tense  emotion. 
He  has  a  scene  of  the  industrial  district 
of  Upper  Silesia  in  which  the  conflict 
and  mutual  compensation  of  forcefully 
stubborn  planes  makes  the  landscape 
emerge  in  its  entirety  before  the  vcry 
eyes  of  the  viewer,  as  it  were",  he  has 
a  Woman  with  Pitcher,  rarely  impres- 
sive and  clear  in  composition,  in  which 
an  almost  sculptural  forcefulness  is 
combined  with  the  painter's  art;  the 
decorative  movement  of  his  landscapes 
becomes  concentrated,  in  the  foreground, 
into  delicately  conceived  figures  and 
heads;  his  massive  foliage  is  vital  with 
a  deep,  fundamental  life.  The  artist's 
profound  spirituality  is  manifest  every- 
where. And  it  is  all  the  more  to  his 
credit  that  he  has  successfully  avoided 
the  pitfall  of  dilettantism  and  has  main- 
tained the  finest  degree  of  artistic 
balance  between  expression  and  form. 
In  his  paintings  unimagined  depths  are 
opened  to  us  while  the  eye  is  delighted 
with  a  rare  pictorial  purity.  And  re- 
cently he  has  combined  his  own 
characteristic  penetration  of  form  with 
a  new  reproduction  of  color  which 
bears  vivid  testimony  to  his  ardent  de- 
sire to  advance  constantly  and  consist- 
ently to  the  loftiest  heights. 

The  rich  decorative  ability  and 
mastery  of  line  which  are  so  strikingly 
evident  in  his  oil  paintings  and  water- 
colors,  have  enabled  Applebaum  to 
produce  some  distinguished  drawings 
and  woodcuts  that  portray  East  Euro- 
pean Jewish  life  in  a  new  and  significant 
light. 
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